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STUDENT EXCHANGE PROGRAM FOR CROSS-DISCIPLINARY 
FERTILIZATION 

 
The Technical Committee on Haptics (TCH) invites applications for its successful Student 
Exchange Program for Cross-Disciplinary Fertilization. The program will cover the travel 
expenses for a short-term exchange between two laboratories, with emphasis towards activities 
of cross-disciplinary fertilization. Applications are sought from any member of the TCH who 
proposes an interdisciplinary research activity. We especially encourage young investigators, 
developing research groups, or colleagues from under-represented regions to submit. Funds must 
be used during the 2009 calendar year. 
 
AVAILABLE FUNDS:   
 
TCH will fund, on reimbursement basis, up to $4,000 for the Student Exchange Program.  We 
intend to support 1-2 qualified exchanges in 2009. 
 
APPLICATION: 
 
Interested parties should submit a short proposal including the following items:  
 

1. Name of student who will visit another laboratory, affiliation, degree program, year in the 
program. 

2. Supervising researcher(s) and their affiliation(s).  The student must identify and have the 
agreement of the researcher the student will visit. The TCH will contact the sponsor after 
the application has been received. 

3. A short description of the exchange visit and project (around 500 words). 
4. A preliminary budget (note that we can only reimburse travel and accommodation 

expenses). A supplementary financial commitment by the participating laboratories is 
welcome. 

 
Please prepare the application in English.  All applications should be sent to Marcia O’Malley, 
Co-Chair of TCH, via email <omalleym@rice.edu>, by the deadline.  In the event that more 
applications are received than can be funded wit h the existing funds, an independent review 
committee will make the selection. 
 
DEADLINE:  April 15, 2009 
 
NOTIFICATION:  Applicants will be notified by May 15, 2009.  The instructions for 
submitting receipts will be provided by the TCH Vice Chair of Finance at the time of award.   
 
QUESTIONS:  Matthias Harders, Chair of TCH, mharders@vision.ee.ethz.ch  



 
 

2008 AWARDEES 
 

Optimizing haptic search through visual feedback 
 
Participants: 
Myrthe A. Plaisier (Helmholtz Institute, Utrecht Univ) 
Astrid M.L. Kappers (Helmholtz Institute, Utrecht Univ) 
Wouter M. Bergmann Tiest (Helmholtz Inst, Utrecht Univ) 
Marc O. Ernst (Max Planck Inst for Biological Cybernetics) 
 
 
Psychophysical Training for Haptics Research 
 
Participants: 
Brian Gleeson, PhD student (Univ of Utah) 
Will Provancher, PhD (Univ of Utah) 
Hong Z. Tan, PhD (Purdue University) 
 
  


